United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/052,286 



10/19/2001 



FCenichi Hamazaki 



20350 7590 07/11/2005 

townsend and townsend and CREW, LLP 

TWO EMBARCADERO center 
EIGHTH FLOOR 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111-3834 



16869N-037200US 



4852 



EXAMINER 



WHIPKEY, JASON T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2612 

DATE MAILED: 07/1 1/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/052,286 


Applicant(s) 

HAMAZAKI ETAL 


examiner 

Jason T. Whipkey 


Art Unit 

2612 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
"means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently 
to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 



2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it begins with the phrase, "An object 
of the present invention is to provide". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 
3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 



4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim contains subject matter which was not described in the 
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specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claim 10 recites, "in the step of charging, an amount of charging to the store data 
distributor is specified as a discount point" (lines 2-3). The specification makes a single 
reference to "a discount point" in the first paragraph on page 17, but one skilled in the art would 
not be adequately apprised of what exactly a discount point is, where it comes from, and how it 
is related to the amount the store data distributor is charged. The lack of breadth of the claim and 
the lack of a clear working example in the specification result in insufficient support for the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1, 7, 8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Narayanaswami (U.S. Patent No. 6,504,57 1 ). 

Regarding claim 1, Narayanaswami discloses a digital image archiving method, 
including: 
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receiving user data (see column 7, line 65, through column 8, line 1) that 
is sent from a first terminal (camera 100) and contains image data, and position 
data and time data when the image data is acquired (the parameters in the table in 
column 7, including location and time, are acquired and transmitted; see column 
6, lines 49-54, and column 8, lines 47-52); 

creating compound data (see column 9, lines 23-45) by combining this 
user data with map data (from geographic/map query module 210) and store data 
(from photo navigation query module 212; see column 9, lines 35-40); and 

sending the compound data (see column 8, lines 26-29) to a second 
terminal (user input/display 202) on which this compound data can be displayed 
or the first terminal. 
Regarding claim 7, Narayanaswami discloses a digital image archiving device, 
comprising: 

a means that stores store data (image database 216), 
wherein the stored store data can be supplied to a combining unit 
(comprised of parameter query 206, region of interest query 208, geographic/map 
query 210, photo navigation query 212, and query mapper 214) that creates 
compound data (see column 9, lines 23-45) by combining image data, position 
data, time data, the store data, and map data (see column 6, lines 49-54, and 
column 8, lines 47-52). 
Regarding claim 8, Narayanaswami discloses a digital image archiving method, 
including: 
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receiving image data as user data (see column 7, line 65, through column 
8, line 1) sent from a movable first terminal (camera 100), position data and time 
data when the image data is acquired (the parameters in the table in column 7, 
including location and time, are acquired and transmitted; see column 6, lines 49- 
54, arid column 8, lines 47-52), map data (from geographic/map query module 
210), and store data (from photo navigation query module 212; see column 9, 
lines 35-40); 

storing the data (see column 8, lines 42-47); 

creating compound data by combining the user data and store data with the 
map data (see column 9, lines 23-45); and 

supplying the compound data (see column 8, lines 26-29) to the first 
terminal or a second terminal side (user input/display 202) on which the 
compound data can be displayed. 
Regarding claim 16, Narayanaswami discloses a digital image archiving device, 
comprising: 

a storage device (region boundary database 218) that stores map data (see 
column 9, lines 14-22), 

wherein the stored map data can be supplied to a combining unit 
(comprised of parameter query 206, region of interest query 208, geographic/map 
query 210, photo navigation query 212, and query mapper 214) for creating 
compound data (see column 9, lines 23-45) by combining the map data, image 
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data, position data, time data, and store data (see column 6, lines 49-54, and 
column 8, lines 47-52). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

9. Claims 2, 3, 9, 1 1, 12, 14, and 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Narayanaswami in view of O'Neil (U.S. Patent No. 2002/0107027). 

Regarding claim 2, Narayanaswami discloses a digital image archiving method, 
including: 
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receiving user data (see column 7, line 65, through column 8, line 1) that 
is sent from a first terminal (camera 100) and contains image data, and position 
data and time data when the image data is acquired (the parameters in the table in 
column 7, including location and time, are acquired and transmitted; see column 
6, lines 49-54, and column 8, lines 47-52); 

receiving store data (see column 9, lines 34-40) from a first database 
(image database 216); 

creating compound data (see column 9, lines 23-45) by combining these 
user data and store data with map data (from geographic/map query module 210); 
and 

sending the compound data (see column 8, lines 26-29) to a second 
terminal (input/display unit 202) on which this compound data can be displayed 
or the first terminal. 

Narayanaswami is silent with regard to calculating and charging a rate for the compound 
data. O'Neil discloses an advertising system, including the method of: 

calculating a rate of the compound data to carry out at least either of 
charging to a distributor of the store data (see paragraphs 47 and 50) or charging 
to either the first terminal or the second terminal. 
An advantage of calculating and charging a rate for data distribution is that the system 
operator may recoup the cost of providing the service. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
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Narayanaswami 's digital image archiving method include calculating and charging a distributor 
of store data. 

Regarding claim 3, Narayanaswami discloses: 

the first terminal or the second terminal can access the first database when 
the compound data is received (data describing the stores is supplied to 
input/display unit 202; see column 9, lines 34-40). 
Regarding claims 9, 11, and 12, Narayanaswami discloses ^digital image archiving 
method, including: 

receiving image data as user data (see column 7, line 65, through column 
8, line 1) sent from a movable first terminal (camera 100), position data and time 
data when the image data is acquired (the parameters in the table in column 7, 
including location and time, are acquired and transmitted; see column 6, lines 49- 
54, and column 8, lines 47-52), map data (from geographic/map query module 
210), and store data (from image database 216; see column 9, lines 23-45); 

storing the data (see column 8, lines 42-47); 

creating compound data (see column 9, lines 23-45) by combining the user 
data and store data with the map data; 

supplying the compound data to the first terminal or a second terminal side 
(input/display unit 202) on which the compound data can be displayed (see 
column 8, lines 26-29). 
Narayanaswami is silent with regard to calculating and charging a rate for the compound 
data. O'Neil discloses an advertising system, including the method of: 
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calculating a rate of the combining and supply to carry out charging to the 
store data (see paragraphs 47 and 50) distributor, the first terminal side or the 
second terminal side. 

An advantage of calculating and charging a rate for data distribution is that the system 
operator may recoup the cost of providing the service. For this reason, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
Narayanaswami' s digital image archiving method include calculating and charging a distributor 
of store data. 

Regarding claim 14, Narayanaswami discloses: 

the storage device stores the user data in accordance with a user ID (see 
column 7, lines 8-10). 
Regarding claim 15, Narayanaswami discloses: 

the combining unit retrieves map data used in combining from the user 
data (see column 9, lines 14-22). 

10. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narayanaswami in view of Bouve (U.S. Patent No. 5,682,525) and Ota (U.S. Patent No. 
6,437,797). 

Regarding claim 4, Narayanaswami discloses a portable terminal unit, comprising: 
an image photographing unit (camera electronics 128 in Figure 1); 
a transmitter (parallel port 144) that sends image data photographed by 
this image photographing unit (see column 7, line 61, through column 8, line 5) to 
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a service center (image retrieval system 200) together with time and position data 
for which photographing is performed (the parameters in the table in column 7, 
including location and time, are acquired and transmitted; see column 6, lines 49- 
54, and column 8, lines 47-52); and 

a display unit (input/display unit 202) of the image data; 

wherein the image data, time data, and position data are combined with 
store data and map data (see column 9, lines 23-45) dfid received from the service 
center (see column 8, lines 26-29). 
Narayanaswami is silent with regard to the specifics of displaying a map. Bouve 
discloses: 

a pointer (stores 32, 34, and 36 in Figure 2) based on store data combined 
with map data (see column 5, lines 4-13). 
An advantage of displaying pointers based on store data is that a user can easily 
recognize what is at the location. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Narayanaswami 's system display 
pointers based on the store data. 

Bouve is silent with regard to displaying a pointer based on the image data being 
displayed on the map. Ota discloses: 

a pointer (thumbnail 70B in Figure 10) based on the image data are 
displayed on a map (see column 6, lines 11-15). 
An advantage of displaying pointers based on captured photographs is that a user can 
easily recognize what is being marked on the map. For this reason, it would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Narayanaswami's 
system display pointers based on captured photographs. 
Regarding claim 5, Bouve discloses: 

a database containing the store data can be accessed by selecting the 
pointer based on the store data (see column 13, line 65, through column 14, line 
4). 

Regarding claim 6, Ota discloses: 

an image photographed at the pointer position is displayed on the display 
unit by selecting the pointer based on the image data (see column 5, lines 31-33). 

1 1 . Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Narayanaswami 
in view of O'Neil and further in view of Bouve and Ota. 

Claim 13 may be treated like claim 1 1 . However, Narayanaswami is silent with regard 
to the specifics of displaying a map. Bouve discloses: 

displaying a store pointer (thumbnail 70B in Figure 10) based on store 
data on the map data (see column 5, lines 4-13) and displaying the data that 
corresponds to the selected point when at least either of the pointers is selected 
(see column 13, line 65, through column 14, line 4). 
An advantage of displaying pointers based on store data is that a user can easily 
recognize what is at the location. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Narayanaswami's system display 
pointers based on the store data. 
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Bouve is silent with regard to displaying a pointer based on the image data being 
displayed on the map. Ota discloses: 

displaying an image pointer (thumbnail 70B in Figure 10) based on the 
image data on the map data (see column 6, lines 11-15) and displaying the data 
that corresponds to the selected point when at least either of the pointers is 
selected (see column 5, lines 31-33). 
An advantage of displaying pointers based on captured photographs is that a user can 
easily recognize what is being marked on the map. For this reason, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Narayanaswami's 
system display pointers based on captured photographs. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1 3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. eastern 
daylight time. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber, can be reached at (571) 272-7308. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




June 12, 2005 




